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The Scientiti% Otpart incut publishes .an intciesling contribution on 
"Mosiiuito Blight” and the methods used to get rid of it and in connection 
with spraying tea biialieM f<ir killing insects a good insecticide called Vur^ 
misajv'u vecotnmeuded by Mr. M unwell Lefrey. the !m]>erial hlntomologiat, is 
ininttiu. It lias botiti used \ritli success ujul can be procured in Calcutta. 


The Scientific Departiiicut draws attention to a valuable .article coutri- 
iiuted by Mr. 1'. M. Wilkins Ciilled “ColTec Manuring on a^cietiUfic Basis.” 
t'ljc article skonld rouse getieral interest, not only amongst coffee planters 
iiiit ail interested in soil cultivation showing how increased returns and pru- 
tit can be earned by judicious inaiuiring under Scientific advice. The 
iigurcs given by Mr. W'ilkins are a revelation and his iutroduetorv remarks 
on life all round Improvement of his estate and coffee, are startling and 
conclusive as to tlie value of scientific advice, whole-heartedly carried out. 
By permitting his report and tabular statement to bo published in the 
CJiriftiiclc Wilkins merits the tb.atjks of the wlmlo Planting Couk 

iiiiiiilty. 

Til* proceedings o( the Nilgiii PUnteia' Assocititi.jn an: printed. 'J'lic 
llunorary itecretaiy in his report refers to an unpleasant incideut, of a 
Ceylou Tea makers once wa.s in his employnicnt. who on his return to Ceylon 
attempted to cri up some of the Honorary Secretary's coolies. The matter 
was re pre.se nteil to Ceylon Flaiilfera’ Associ.ation and through them to the 
would be crimper. s employer who nt once dismissed him from his employ* 
incut. The thanks of the Planting Community are due to the employee- and 
to the Ceylon Planter:^’ Association for their prompt treatinonil of this case. 
We are confident that all cases of a like nature if brought to their notice will 
receive the san e prompt and courteous consideration from the Ceylon 
Planters’ Association. It is a pity that all irregular and tmaiithorised 
recruiters cannot be treated in the same way. 


From the Af^ricnltuntl Sem is reproduced an mterestiug article ou 

llic variability iu (lie quality of aceds, especially ^cfcriiug lu tlic Tropics. 
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MoiHiitih Blight of Ttfa.—Mosqiiito Blishl [HelopcltU) h a ^e^y 
.scriourt pe»t in srvcral of th<> Tea growing dii-tricts irf Sontheru India and 
causes a considerable ainontJt of damage. Three ywrs ago a luiiuber of 
expcriiiieiits were begun with methods of dealing with it, mforniatioii was 
p«bli:jhc<l in the Chronicle with regard to Mr. Antram's nietbods of spray* 
iug, iVr., tV. pp. 170, 181). and the IManting Expert wrote a good deal about 
it in his tour reports on Tea districts. A (tauter who has carried out souie 
svstciiiatic work with this pest kindly sends for publication a digest of 
the iiieiiitUs he has used with coitiplelc success. I'lirce years ago when I 
visited Ijis Estate I found that the jiest wa? vi-iy bad indeed and now ho 
rt^rtsthat he lias practically gut rid of it. I'hc follow^g were the methods 
iiij4*d : — 

1. Put small children on to catch the mosquito and collect the eggs. 
This should bo dotie all the year rumul as it is most impurtaiil. 

“ 2. Prune the 'Pea in the monsoon or dry wealhcr, but not in ihgwLr>- 
weather. 

Hurv ail pnminga witlt Ihisic Slag al the rate of about tOU ll>>. 
p«:r acre. Hol<;s one to every fotir trees in aiternate liiu^s. Thi>9 costa 
about Ks.bS per acre. 

■’ I. Have all ravines cleared. 

‘‘ 5. Cut out ail Cinchona and all the Etha jungle. 

" f). If the boundary of the Tea is jungle, fell tlie .^ame one chain back 
and i)lant up fuel trees, not Gmns, 

“ 7. Care must be taken when pruning that niuscjuitos do not fly iuio 
the next held. On the windward side burn leaves and suuie piuuiiigs so us 
to make a heavy smoke. 

’■ ,S. Moss and clean the bii.siics after pruuijjg. 

“ U. If mu3<|uilo returns alter pruning .qiray inmicdiafcly with Tobacco 
.mice. 

” lU. Culliviltc as much a.*. i>o.-:;ubic with bulk and Dadup maimiLug. 

I'mil these Very effective, 

The.-vc arc the mciboils 1 have Ivied and I am pi acticaily <jui} of the 
IJCst, altliough as you know I had the jKist very badlv when ymi were here 
.lome three year* ago, and in parts abandoned Tea on account of it. 1 jire- 
viously tried bnming ynmiugs through the tt a and ]uled on the biteb, but 
with no :iU 0 cefls. I cannot give you individu.d cost of workst but at the 
most it would not cost more than 2 cents per ib. made tea exeinciing the 
Slagging.’' 

Hu.s is mo.st vaiuable information and a.< ;i pratic.ii result worth pag«s 
uf theory and suggestioii.s. Would that we had more of this kind of infor- 
mation eonniig in a’bout other posts and dUfascs. Tea planters troubled 
with Mosquiio Hlighi cannot tlo belter tliaii gi\ e these method s, which have 
pruvevi successful, a tliovongh trial, 

M.nntriiil Sys/cm,— Planters ofnm wriU' to this olliee asking me to 
recommend them a matuire for their coffee, <n wina I eousicier the bc:.t 
manure fdr coffee at a cea>cmabte ttguve. U is aUiH>»t iunvossibk to recom- 
meud A maniiro without any further data to go upon. Of ct^rsc one car. 
ntake up a formula for a good general fcrtili=s:r which will probably have 
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some effect upon any crop and in any kind of soil, but tLat is not the way to 
manure coffee or any other crop. I believe in systematic manuring; where 
different manures are applitsd each year and each aj^lication bears a 
definite relation lo that applied the year Wore and that which will he applied 
the >Tar foUo^vin^^ The results obtained on one estate from such a system 
are ^ven in this issue of the C/iro«<V/f hnd they sfwak for themselves. The 
ba«is of such a system is a soil analysis and waniinjj this one must at least 
know something about the nature of the soil, whether it is liRht or heavy, 
^atidor clay, about its previous trealjnettt. what manures have Iw'en applie<l 
to it, its present eontiilinn of tilth, tlie kind of shade and nniitli, the elevation 
.and rainfail and so on. Mo.si of a !i it is necessary in know what crop ’s 
cultivated : cmpiiriescabont suitable manures have before now- been asked 
for and this imixnaant detail omitted . 

Green lin^ in Mifsnrc, — Itiformation has been received from an estate 
in the affected district that hand plnykinj; Itas been finished .and no more 
treei have Iwien found to be infected, whicli shows that the outbreak is under 
complete control. Spur pruning; of all trees th.at the hand plnckinjt had 
shown to be very badty infected has also been finished and these trees have 
been lime washed. The blossom interfered with sprayini;, but now that this 
is over sprv ill" operations h i' c been hcRUii. It is reported tliat the spray 
recommended, the rosin, svvd;\, snap mi-vtuve, kills the scale cftnetnaliy bnt 
tlic ainouiU of spray miNture reijitired to treat big unpruned trees is larfje, 
probably |(K) to 150 gallons an .acre. This can be reduced to about MO 
C illons per acre on the pruned patches. Trees which have not been pruned 
for vears are yoiii" to be a trouble as they alw.iys carry a lot of long sickly 
wood which tlic hug attacks, and they are very ditficult to spray, as this kind 
of tree is matted with cross wotid. This i.s a great objection to the non- 
pninins system which in some places lias heenme popular, it may be all 
light when no disease is present, bin in liie ease of an attack of a pc^t like 
i Ircen Hug it gives trouble. It i.s .almost impossible to sot, ay an tinpruned 
tree eftVcin.ally. arul for thi.s riMsoii priming vv.as the first thing reconiinended 
in dealing with this outbreak so Ih.al tlic affetuod trees could be got at with 
ihc sprayer. 

Proteciion u/ Dirds..- Some time .ag«i a paper on this subject was pub- 
lished in the C/ironicfi' t\’ol. VI. p. .5.10 1 -,1 lowing hovv the trade in feathers 
w;is rapidly leading to tin* exliiiclion of some .species of beauliful and useful 
birds, and that ;ipart from the cruelty piacticetl in the collection of feathers, 
the matter was an important one for the aKricnltutalist. Those who have 
tins subject near at heart will find the following note which appe ared in 
.Virfnrtj of ’Oth March of interest : — 

.\t ti# twenty- second annual meeting of the Knyal Society for the 
protection of Hi ids, held at ihe Westminster Palace Hotel, on March bth, 
Lord Ciir/nti. ;is reported in The Times of March 7th, strongly deprecated 
tile coiuiuuance of the practice of wearing featlier.s lotlicr ilian those of 
birds used as foorl) by ladies, and referred to the appalling slaughter of cer* 
lain kinds of birds of iirtlliaiit plumage, lit Ibll his lordship stated that in 
tiiiee sates m Londou no fewer than 41,000 skins of humming birds, .20,700 
of birds of paradise, and 1:29,00b egret piumcis were sold. After adv^erting, fy 
liie fact that the egrets are killed wliilc in the breeding plumage, and that 
certain species or races of birds of paradise are reported to have been 
extenhinateritby the plumage- hunters, the speaker observed that although 
imich had been done to stop the trade, yet there were weak lines in the 
prohibitory chain, among these being the lack of prohibition of the import 
and safe of feathers and skins in this countrv." 


R. r. A. 
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VI.-~OolKt« MftiiMPiitg on a Soton|tlfl« Sasio. 

I thiol: th(^ results obtained from 3 years’ cultivation and maourins 
accordiog to a scheme proposed by our fkicotiOc Officer. Mr. U. D. .instead, 
Bbould be of interest to all readers ofthe Planers' Ctfrofilcli’ interested in 
coffee, aod I may sa> , of advantage. Like many other fellow plantera. year 
after year ! .applied mao ares, usually nitre^enous, and in the usual style. 
My 30 acre.H of bearing coffee on one estate, and 100 acres on am^ber. 
replied to iny best efforts with crops of 5—6 tons on the former, and H—IS 
on the latter. From 1902—1910 the former averaged 5 Ions, and the latter 
Hi tons for 8 years. The manures applied averaged 4 cwts per acre, con- 
sisting mainly of Poonac, with bone^dded occasionally, and in other >’ears 
fish, The cost worked out to about Rs,30 per acre atul I thought I was 
doing the places well. The Instates looked well and year after year I looked 
for the bumper that never came 1 If 1 got ansilung like a decent crop (4-5 
cwts. per acre) the following year it dropped to 2 cwl.s. In parts of the 
JCstate the trees had a ‘Cabbagy ’ look, f ailure began to pall on mo and 
the arrival of onr Scientific Officer made me say to myself. *’ why not begin 
ail over again, get my soils analysed thoroughly well and seek Mr. An.stead's 
advice?” This 1 did, sending 4 samples to Mr. .‘Xifrod (Jordon S.T.l:iinoti. 
J>nehnrch Avenue \L C.. who did the analyses very thoroughly .and ch.arged 

4 5.5-0 (>*r sample. [ sent these nnalvsvs tr* Mr. An«tead nnd .asked his 
advice. He took every lroiib)(‘ in workini: out a S \ ears' sehi'ine for me. or 
rather 2 years, and after seeing the resnlis l.asi November, he was able to 
.advise for another year, I accepted his advice witliout ijnestion. Hefore 
giving the scheme he asked a number of ijuestions rc. Rai tfall, Elevation, 
Aspect &c., and what I was prepared to spend per acre. To the 1; tier I 
replied Rs,25 plus cartage. This worked out eventually to about R.S..J2 per 
acre, or an incrc.ase of Rs. 12 to what 1 had been siiending. My cro[ went 
upon the 50 acres from 9 the previous year to 10 totis, and from 10 ?o 18 : 
on the 100 acres ftfem 9 the previous year to 38, followed by 21. I there- 
fore, on the 150 acres spent 1,800 Ks. more on manure.s (which was equal to 
about I ' tons of crop) and for this increase iny crop doubl'‘d itself. This 
year I am expecting (with anything like good rain, which not come yet, 
April 7th !) 18—20 tons on the 50 acres, and 30 -35 on the 100 acres. If this 
conics off, and I see no reason why it should not with g<)od rain. 1 shall 
average 13 tons for 3 years off the 50 acres, and 30 tons off t ic 100, against 

5 tons for 8 years and HU tons. The whole a.'.pcct of the estates ha.s 
changed and parts which were “Cabb.agy” arc now vigor ji is, with a good 
spread .and long spiky close knotted wood. Parts which h.ive just given 
8—10 cwts, an .acre are scarcely feeling it and will give 6 - -7, while other parts 
which have just given 6—7 .arc doing the same again, A neigibonring Estate 
carrying out a scheme on the same lines is having gornl resu is also, after a 
succession of heart-burning failures. Readers will say Yt;s. you just hap- 
pened to hit good seasons, wait ar^ sec ! ” I am open to wait and see, and 
meanwhile inste.ad of a deficit eve^ other year which is far too common on 
most estates. I can show handsome profits for 2 consecutiv i years, and see 
no reason why I should get a deficit again, provided I carry on manuiing and 
cultivation in the sound way recommended by our Scieniif c Officer, whose 
excellent article on manuring, and when, in the Planters' Chronicle for 
January 25th most of ns must have read. In addition to my crops increasing, 
the quality of the be.an has \»astly improved also. Last year ^le lot lopp^ 
the market and the rest also sold well. Previously the ceff^ from these 
estates used to bo in the aamc boat as many others and realued very ordi- 
uary prices. The report, since I started manuring on the lines laid ^wa by 
Mr« Ahstead, U invariably gbod, and the liquor, ” exceptionally good, ' 
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^Date i 

Amount | 


Section. . 

Manures applied. 

' 

applied 

Crop picked. 



application. 1 

per acre.} 


General Kertiliscr 

1 Poonac ; 2 Bone ; 10^-% j 

1 

M.arch P>10 

I 

2i cwts 



Sidpiiate of Potash...* 

Octr. P)10 

2| cuts 

lOUM 1. 2 tons 

I. 

Basic Superphosph.iio ... 

March iMll 

0 cwts 



Nitrate of Sod.a 

Novt. 1911 

1 cwt 

PUMl 1.1 tons 

5 acres. 

Complete Fertiliser 

M.trch 1912 

5 cwls 



Sulphate of Potash 

Novr. lul2 

1 cwt 11012.13. 3 tons 


Slaked Lime 

March 19 1 j 

2 tons 



U-ish 

Ndvr. 101 3 

3*4 outs 

191 3*14. esti. 
mated 21 tnnsJ 


Gcncn! Fertiliser 

M.arch 1910 

2* cwl s 




Oetr. 1910 

2 a cwts 

1910-11. 2Hons 

11. 

Fish 

March 1911 

5 cwts 



Saltpetre 

Novr. 1911 

1 cwt 

1911-12. 2 tons 

10 acrcp. 

Complete Fertiliser 

March 1912 

5 cwts 

1912.13. 41 tons 


Fish 

Basic Sl.'ij;: 1 Sulphate 

March lol3 

5 r.wts 



Potash... 

Novr. 1013* 

4 cwts 

1913 11. csli- 





tualed 3 tons.) 


1 Complete Fertiliser ...| 

1 ^ 1 

1 March 1010 

' 2J cwts 




1 Novr. lOlO 

i 2i cwts 

1910- IL li tons 


Fish ...! 

March 101 1 

5 outs 


111. 

3 Basic Slag: 1 Suiph.atc 



llolMl 1 ton 


Pot.ash ...j 

Novr. 1011 

5 cwts 


10 acres. 

Complete Fertiliser 

March 1012 

.5 cwts 



i Fish ; 1 Sulphate Potash. 

Novr. 1912 

1 cwts 

^912-13. 25 tons 


Nitrolim 

U Basic Slag; 1 Sulphate 

March loij 

2 cwts 



Potash ... 

Novr. 1913 

3 cuts 

1213-H. esti- 



1 


mated 4 tons.1 


General Fertiliser 

March 1910 

cwts 




Novr. 1910 

25 cuts 

:19l0-n. 2 tons 


Qftsic Siiperphrsphate 

M.arch 1011 

6 cwts 

lion -12. 3«5ton.s 

IV. 

Saltpetre 

Novr. 1911 

1 cwt 


Complete Fertiliser 

M.uch 1912 

1 5 cwts , 

10 acres. 

Sulphate of Potash 

Novr. 1912 

1 cut 

1 1912*13. 4 tons 


Slaked Lime 

! M^ch 1913 

2 cuts 



1 (Fish 

t Novr. 1013 

4 cwts 

jl91.M4, esti- 


1 

i 


* mated 4 fntis.l 

V. 

1 

1 

1 

j’910-ll. 1 ton 

Same a.s I\', , 

... 

i 

r 911 -12. 1.5 tons 
'1912-U. 4 ions 

15 acres. 

4 

i 

1 

nyi3-14. esti- 
i mated 4 tons.) 


r, M. Wilkins, 
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DISTRICT PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATIONS. 
NUgiri Plantert’ Association. 

At the Atnimil General Meetingnf the Sil^iiri PlaHicrn' Associaiinif 
held at the Armoury, Ootacainund. on Friday the ISth March, 191 S. 

I’RFsrNT : L, L. Porter (ChairnianJ J. S. Nieolls (Honorary 

Secret ! I y.J W, Ubodt s James, J. (i, rnwJe, A, K, W’. I^ouniiv^. 
r. L, 1?. Meaner, U, N. C. Cnives. j. II. Pn^^eop. Robert Sbines. 
C. (‘ir.iv, ),. A. ("i. K’ogrrs. Stanes, C. tl. l»rork. J. Hedd; . 
('r, OaKrs. C. W. Deane. W. A. Cbeny. P. S, Clarke, Kinlock. 
K. M. ( nekbiirn, and W. P. Scott, l es/for. — Mr. Alister West. 
hy Pro. -y -Mr. M. Vmi Diilmig. 

The Chairman icforo of)ciiing the proceedings feelingly referred to the 
sudden death of Mr, A. W. Wingrave. 

<il, i*rcK;eedin ;s of last meeting cmitirmed. 

fij;. At / 1 of 1 Read High Court niling in Case No, 62 of 1011 on 
rhe tile of the (iiiualnr imlfAas.s Magistrate’s Comt — Mr. J. S. NicoMs v.\. 
I'Entgay M:u^lry. A In' Association wwc of opini<m that a further appeal 
shnnld be made. I'.oposrd bvMi . 1‘. S. i'larko and seconded by Mr. \\ , 
KhodcsJ.amcs; - 

“That lliis Association off*r Mr, NMcolls their support."— Carried 
iinanimonsly. 

6j. .VttH-SVrmVi’ o/ Warrants. Ivcad letter from fhe Deputy Inspec- 
tor ( '.onnal of I’olire. Southern Range, dated Idth l‘ebrnary, lOl.i. -Kecorded. 

Kead Circular letter frftni ilr^ 'ralmi Magistr.are. (indaliir, dated 1>| 
pebrtiary, lbl.5.— 

f>4. Pmf;/jCii//on of G. Os. in the .\ilf*iri Cazeite,— lu reference In 
No. 47 of meeting held on 14th Nov '‘in her. P>12, n ad Honorary Secretary's 
letter to the District Magistrate. Nilyiris, dated December 7th, PH 2, .and the 
District M.’igistratc'." reply No. j7S of ]'Jl2. The Honorary Secretary w a-: 
in.stnicled to write ind ask that all tttailers atVecting Planters should be pub- 
lished itj the A’t7-/rf ^iacette am! not only those with reference to the 
I.ainnir Act I of loo t. 

65. Foads (tiiil Coniinitiiiciitions. “The Droog Road" —Necessary 
steps were being taken for repairs, 

}(il-Koiai*iri Fiutd. - 'l\\r foLnwing resolution w.as prnnnsed by Mr. 
C. II. Urock. and sreotided by Mi. bbaiie .attJ carried: - ^ 

" That this .Vssoeiation rfapmst the District Board to ask Government 
" for a special grant to convert the present bridle path lo 
“ Kil-Kotagiri into .a c-art road b\- widening of the prcsimt road 
" and by altering tlie ttaci' wliore necessary from the Kodanaad 
“ road to the (lavcnimeiu t)ni!di»i:' at Sol nr .Maitoni.’* 

ft(i. /)i.s7ric/ Board d/cm/xTs/ff^.-- In reference to No. 51 of meeting 
held on I4th Novi'tiiher, 1012. read Honorary Secretary’s letter lo the Presi 
dent, Nilgiri District Itoiird, d.atevl 7th December. UJI2 and the President's 
reply dated 17th December, lyl2, cnclosiug yopy of Proceedinfs of the Dis- 
trict Board meeting held on ISth .April. 1611. -Recorded. 

67. Rail ay Frr/g/f/.- In reference to No, 53 of meeting held on 14th 
Nove;tiber, 1012, read Honorary Secret a tt’s letter to the Secretary. D. f. A 
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I., dated /Hi December. I'»U. imd.^iis leply dated ‘Hh Deccmbei and 
Lircidar No, 4jof "iving cover to conrcspcmdvuce on the biibjet t, Tlu^ 
Honorary Secretary was instrncled to place the iiiatur on the Agenda ol the 
ne!it I’. P. A. S. I. meeting. 

/kS. ScichH^C Read I'. !’. A, S. I. Circular No. J IJ. 

rrO]iosed by Mr. W. Rhodes James ami .seconded by Mr. J. l|, Pascoe. 

‘’That this Association is in favour of the renewal of the appointment 
*' of the Sc. Otficer for another 5 years alter Carried. 

f)d. The Late Mr, Hdmisiou>~\\) reference to No, ot meeting 
lield on 14lh November PMJ, read Mis. Edmislou’s letita' to the Honorary 
tjrcretaiy, dated d.ird December I'UJ. thanking the Association for flieir 
kind sympathy. 

70. School of Troffical .Vcduints. “-Ke-rd Me-si>. liarti>on and 
('ra-,^ticld's letter of 17tb l)eccmber IhU, eiiclosiiig l opies of an appeal tor 
1 H**h000 for the extension and dcvelupim-iit of die fjimdon Seiund of 
Tropieal Medicines. Coiitribntions sent to Mi ssr.'.. HarriMJii and Cto>s 
Held. Ltd., Qiiilon. will be forwarded to ilietr London Hmiso. 

7L Tea Cess . — Read Circular No. 17nT. datrd J^th joinary 
P'Li. from the Asst, Secretary Indian I’ea t'e»s Caniniiitlcc. notifying that 
the Cess would be continued for a furlliei' [icrim! of wars.— Recorded, 

7d. G’ns/um.'>“ Ditty on Coffee, Ten anA litihher .tfiic/ifncrj'. -Read 
f. 1’. A, S. 1. Circular No. .p) 1 J, dated Juth Nu\rmlicj- lojj. nieoiing 

w;t.- of opinion that the uecessar.v machitaa'v should .n‘ imported free of 
Customs duty. The Honorary Secretary was iiistni. ted to write to the 
Secretary, C. P. A. S. L lo that i tlcct, 

Tlic Honorary Secretary tiu-n read the folluiving .\iiiiiial Report .iml 
luescnted accounts:— 

*' Mr. Chainnan and Cienllemeit, - 1 Ii.im; (he himnir lo sulmtit to you 
luy Annual Report .uk! Accounts for the year e nding \ ?,( DecembiT 
Tlicre* lia\e been four (irmcral meetings lield, vi/.. on the loth April. .UHfi 
Mav. IsUi July and Hth Novemirer .at whicli there wi re ropeetivelv fb. J1. 
!<i and LS tnembers presetil. -\t tlie mcetnig held on il,e ItUh April we had 
pleasure of seeing the Chairman of tire C, 1’. A. S. I. amoiigst its, 

.Veit' /\bifc.s. --d iie.se were passed at on I' Mae men mg and have liceo 
circulated to .all inendiers, .Subncriptioii to the .Associ.iiion is now asse,..Mal 
on an acieage basis, 'i'his lias unfortnmately biuiiglu in llie resignatiem of 
one of our oldest 1 lien I ber,-^, vi/.. the t tnchterlony \ alley repicsenliiig 4,Joi 
acres, \Vc tiere only rem'iv ing on account of llji.s large acreage Rs, ,10 a.s 
•'Ubscription to tin? fiiutls of tlie Assoeiation and K.-.HK) '.{•< sulr.mription 
towards the S. ( >. I'ntid. Snbsciiptioiis towards the S, ( >, 1 mid iiavc been 
paid to the L. lb A. S. 1. as a separate .subscription to what we liave been 
paying on our acreage b.asis. Onr subscripliun to the L'. I'. -\. S. l.on 4,. >02 
atrea reprc.sents R.s,lS)-12. We have agreed now to pay toward.s the 
gt'iieraj fund of the parent a.s,«fx:iatioii on an aereagi; oasi.' ot J aonas ])er 
acre, the rcniaining b pies of your assjej,siiieiit being availaiiic lor (he e,\])cn' 
^e.s of our own Association. 

I sent albniembei's reply po.st gards reipie.siiiig theni to favour me with 
acreage particulars of their estate and w-ith wfiat tuoducls .su :li acrtage> 
were planted. A greiil number have complied with iny r(vjucst, but s<,»mc 
have put my card along with unused liah in that ever ready ** W.P.D,'' 
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U ia lo be legrtUed. It has »ol oitJy <leliycd the scoding out of bilb to 
iiierobers ictc sui^cription due, aed in tbeir instances perhaps has prevented 
Mty making aa^curale assessments, but it bae also prevented my plactag 
befewe you a correct account of the total number of acres planted with 
coHfec, tea, rubber and other produce. 

Subncription to th^ S. O, think this was originally promised 

by members for 5 years. This terminates in 19H. Those who* have 
resigned their memb^hip of our Association should be let^oested to fulfil 
(bis promise. 

Laifoitr.—Wc have during the year discussed a Registration Scheme 
and you will have seen from the anudal report of the W. P. Associatiem that 
thcic is little likelihiHxl of its being, put into force even in an amended fwin. 
Tlio discussion on the scheme h:is, as far as l am aware, not started “even 
brain wave:?/' rersoually 1 think cou»iderable iinproveuieut can be gained 
by planters working more together. If a planter has a rogue of a mabtry 
now. he has one and Chut is to plant the rotter on sonic one else and 
cover ftis advance and when he has succeeArd he pals himself on his back 
and thinks him-ieff smart. It would have been more to the interests of the 
whole eoiimmnity of which be is one if he branded the rogue and suffered 
his loss. I think something might be gained if Honorary Secretaries of 
Associations kept a register of inaintHes employed by all members of 
their Associations. In this way if a maU:ry came to a member for 
advance he might probably by referring to the Honorary Secretary 
of his iVssociation find something about the man's past history, or 
if the maistiy came from some other district, a reference to the 
Monurary Secretary of the AssAciation of that district might bring the 
rc(|uircd infunnation. 1 should like to sec it go further and that planters 
agreed to advance no new maistry without first making a reference to his 
own Hoimrary Secretary. I am certain the maistry of to-day is not the 
same kind of man he was when. I first started planting iu Ceylon d 6 years 
ago. He has dclcriorati^d, and 1 sball not altomot to ir>’ and find reasons 
for this, h'roni what mie reads in papers I ha only 4 years more before I 
ought to be put on t)ie shelf to make room for ^me more up-to-date youth. 
I shall read yon lo-day a letter written by a ia e assistant tea maker of mine 
who came from Ceylon and returned back there addressed' to a Gooly of iiiy 
estate. He informs the cooly that his superior has asked him to procure 
JO or .’>{) ('an. nose CooliGs, Is this an up-to-date method of recruiting 
labour ; 1 wmiid then w.nn you all against engaging “Ceylon Tea-iiukcis 
oi Conductors." 

6'. /. R. i'rcfg/ri.— d regret to say that uo progress has been made. A 
plan showing places where receiving and forwarding stations should be 
placed was prcp;ired by Mr. Porter, but there the matter has stof^ied. 

Kxp^rinu'ntal Pfo^.—Thc Committee you appointed to watch your 
interests h.%ve. taken considerable (rouble in considering the various ]Joint 3 
and in recordin.t their oinnion on tfTcm. The thanks of the Association arc 
One to thenn The work has been started and I sincerely hope the experi- 
ments that are being c;imed out wiH prove beneficial to those interested in 
the Coffee Industry. 

S. 1. P. B* /*««(/.- 1 would refer you to what I said in my iViiuual 
Uepoii last year. I place a list on the taljlo and ask alt present to put their 
uames down. 

The Accownls.—The acconnts .arc on the table and have been duly 
audited by a member of the Asoociuliun. ITjcrc is uuc entry needing cxpla* 
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ti.ition to you and ihii tbft lunonut Uinve pul down lo br written (^tV. I 
brought it to your notioo Iasi year, ^rnave done all I can lo recover tlicsr 
outstandings against certain jnoinbers. 1‘hoy trc;it uiy letter^ and reiuindci s 
with supreme contempt ; they do not even object to receiving registered 
letters. U would be so much easier if they would write denying iheir 
liability or n^rettHig their inability to ^y. 1 see no iite of going on increas- 

ing their debt to the .AssiKMution by adding on to it yearly aubscriptions. I 
atit afraid nevl year it will lie necessary to wiitc oil" a further amount of 
Ks.155. 

j Memlmrs reprt -it iniug 40 acres resigned during the year, 
j Metiilx'rs represcniing j()0 acres joined. 

On alst IVeemhi-r, 10!^, the tot.'il number of niemhers was 50 re;!! -- 
^enting Iti,170 acres which acreage \vc paid our suhsci ijtlum to the 
t . l\ A, S. 1. 

Since 1st JamiaiT, the following menihcrs have resigned 
Mr. W.tn^hafe representing ... 4..H»2 acres. 

Mr. Mariyn ,, ... .iOO acres. 

\[r. ^ti^lty^ resigned as he has sold li is estate, so I Jj ior this acreage 
■will not be lost for e\a;r. 

On ISl January, I'M.h the tot.il acreage represented l)y iminhers is 
li,7(>0 acres of which acres is planted with Te.i, 4,(i20 with Coffee, S2* 
with Rubber and 2,400 .acres is chiefly represented by the inE-mhi-rs wlio 
-ii.avt* throwti .iwav tiiy post cards. 

The total a'Jsessmcnt on this .acreage is ... Ks. 12 il 

()nr total feubsei inlions to I'. P, .A. S. I. for 101.5 14 
will be ... ... ... Rs. 1,505 0 0 

as a-^.unst 

1012-12 lb I*. .\. S. 1 subscriptions ...Ks. POfj 10 0 
1012-lJ S. (). Fund ... ...Ks. 1,250 0 0 

• — Us. 1.04b )() 0 

There will he after paying the F. I\ A. S. Ks, .io.s 12 0 

Provided ail ineiiihei s pay up -deft for working your own Association. 

Thanking you foi' the siipprtrt you have given med now jdace my resig- 
nation and that of the Conmiithic in your hatuls^ 

Proposed by Mr, \\' Kh(Kle,s James and sccoiuied by Mr. C. il. I3r(K'k. 

*’ That the Hireoimts passed atnl the Report .adopted, a vote of 
thanks be passed lo the Honorary Secretary.*' -tuirried, 

72. Election of Qflice- bearers for PM 2, — 

Cltairman ... The Hoti’blc Mr. Ib I', iiarhor. 

Vice Chairnum ' ... , Mr. L. L, Porter. 

llony Secretary ... Afr. J. S. Nicols. 

Votes of thanks to llio Ciiair and the 0. C. .Vilgirf Volunteers for tlm 
•use of the room Icniiiiiatral the proceedings." 

^ iSigncdi L. L. POKd’ER, 

Cfiainudfu 

fSigned) J. S. NICOLLS, 

Honorary Secretary. 
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Pnp^ra wt Tf/Wf. Depart »n^t f>f A^rkiilt'irf Madras, Leaflet No. i\ 
of ViXl. 

Do do do DuUet ; No. 63 Vol. n I 

The Agricuh lin'd jouriml of India, Vols. VII and VI 11. 

Memoirs of the DepatUn* m ot AKricuUnn- iis India, Vols. I and III , 
Do do do Vol.^ I to \'. 

The AgrUailtnral Ledger No. \'. 

Ucjrort of the AgricnlturHl Insiiime, I’usa. l‘<; 1 -U, 

AL^Tif'idtiual Kco<. iieli In.jtitut , I’n,,.!. Lu.U t ; S.^'. 31 and .32. 

Report on Uk; Operations of the Dept, of A-rieultiirc in Madras ha 
InM 13 , 

5Mth \niiital Kepun ol tlin Ceyhni ri;nit< i>' A -.-ociation. 


VAKiABJi rrv IN ftiK tU'AiM V f'j' Shi AM) Cr'niN<..s. 

rhe relatively l.uge imrnljrr of rrons that ai' propagated by the use ol 
e lit tings and hy tit her \egelati\e means, a chaiaeteristie feature ol 
tropical agriculturiN Another not able h:atijre i.- the relatively large si/e 
ul the seeds of tho-e p! 'I’ts which are repioduccd sexually, as well a.s the 
I '‘ I that generalh tills .^e( (1 is sow n in nnraeiy bi lls previous to plaiitiug 
'•m the seedlings in the lield or Orchard. There an one or two expeplioiis, 
tor cotton, iiiai/:' lu’.'.l ^ rice an sown in the field direct; 

1 'lit. in a gcner.al wav, it may he st.ated tli.it the reproduction and est.iblish 
iiictit of economic plants, together with method?, of ‘seed’ supply receivr 
gr<‘ater {)ersonal supcrvi.sion ill the tn>pics tiiaii il ’ these matters in othei 
parts of the w-orld. 

It is pointed out in tin- article' referred to. that seeds a better term 
muter tropical conditions would he ' planting material ' are by far the most 
V. triable things the agi ieult'irisi Ijas to pnn ha.M- or prodm e; weight h>j 
weight tfiey are the most costlv. and finally the entire success or failure ol 
a crop (and even uf succr^diiig ernpsi may hr wholly determined by the 
bind or condition of the ni;deri;d planted, 

N'liriability in ijualnv show.s itsi It mainly m the degree of purity and 
gevininatioii capacity. hV'i' reasons already iiuiicated. degree of purity cannot 
virv to a large extent in tropical planting materinl uidess the intermixture of 
d'tterent strains, or iiifei tlmi with diseasf', he included under this lieading. 
• hi tlic other hami, germinatimi capacity varied ve ry much, tlic chief can.^'e.^ 
being maturity of ‘ seed ' at time of collection, climatic conditions and 
extKismc during tlie flowering ficriod. age of ‘ si id ’ and lastly, mechanical 
iuiury caused by careless Jiaudbrtg. oi hy insixt pc.?t.s in the field or during 
Sfrit.'igC, 

Age is perhaps llie most iiti|vwtant cause, in (he tropics of variation in 
germination capacity. Planting uKitefial in thr tropics is typically succu- 
lent : the long- distanced and nceissarily slow distribution under warm 
conditions reduces germination capacity mainlv through the loss of moisture, 
and unless syw clal packing is reported to, and unless the matters attendant 
on this distribution be dealt with proinjifly rand with care, there must a]wa>> 
I'o variability in the gernii nation capacity of the tra'^sported inateriah—T/ic 
/4grH'il/Dirrtl A\ ;cs, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

TiiK r.unoK. 

I'ho *' F)antrr»’ Chroiiiilf.’* 

Hear Sir, - 1 h;ive been ifieanini^ u» ttritcMii you for M ti t- tiiiie but I 
huvi* been so busy I have not bewt able to itianaj^e it. tir to .'nul you uote^ 
of .-ouip exiieriiiicnts with ixplosivos which ate as follow^;— 

My r'x|>eninenls were carried out with in (> year old tea which 

h ts been yoiiif,' out in patches on account of a luird latcrite nub soil coining 
w ithin aboiu 1- inches of surtarc ^oil and ap(wcutly of eonsidorahle 
depth. 

The first charf;c5 1 used at 1] bet, tlicse 1 found too sis.athav, I then put 
Ih^les in at 2 feet inches with better results ; more at J feet and 2 feet 
.'i inches these I found perfect. I [)ut char.stcs nt IJ square apart and firetl 
in groups of 4 at a time, stamlitij; b» twt < u tlic sliots wliile they expltxletl ; 
ihe whole f;round was fliorouj’hly shaheu Itelow, lun dly- any surface tuove- 
liicnt being noticeable, but on diitfjins^ outlie shots and between tluin, 1 
lound the sub-soil to bo thorou*;hiy ctaclovi or hrokeni 1 had the holes 
luadc with an olti crowbar about 4 feet hiiiciics hui;^ in wliich I pin a cniss- 
pa ce abotil 1 lee! Uiny' chisel jx'int on l>ar ;iu<l 1 found a hclc can be made 
feet -d b'ct .» inches i.- aiiout 2 uiimitcs. dtiviiij; tin- bar in with a .S or 7 
ii» hammer. 

I have wvitK ti Nobel's Ag' nls regarditc^ cheap fust and the lighter cap 
A'n. > instead of No. 6, litis is quiie .''iilLtolc for tiynainitc. but not In avy 
enough for gelli^iiito, but. 1 see no rcascai why .i Miatniic -la-uhln't In/ ur.od 
tlii> being slightly cheaper. I work out the cost of a slna with this. 

A No. .{ cap and .i Act of coiuinou fiiM 'all lighf iiiih s' tlie ground is 
Wit! .at .J anfias per shot plus freight with dOO .shots per act* 

I shall coni iiiue using this ;ueth(jd, more patticiil:ul> oi; patches where 
ti a IS lookinli .stiintt'd and sick, making it prohahic th.it it> In t are on hard 
sahsoil and will let you know the results frnm lime to time. 

Your:- faithijuliy, 
iSiglU'd' COI.IN IllM’MV. 


SI'Ramm; Tka r.fsiins. 

A good insecticide. CDsfiiig but little and easily obtain ibie. is what H. 
Maxwell Lefroy, Ksip. the Imperial Kutoinolngist, has Itecn treiug to render 
available to platitcr.s jn India for several \ (sus aud the new insecticide 
Vermisapon has been \ cry highly recoiiimeiidrdfiy him. Tie manufrictiircrs 
consulted Mr. Lefroy and he suggestial certain modificaiini.s of fot inula, tlie 
result has been highly satisfactory. He has tested Vi riui.-apou on a variety 
of insects and say.s that it is a thoroughly reliable comaf t poison for ns<* 
against all sucking insects ^ch as bug. nrcalv bug, scale umect-. plant lice, 
thrips, etc., also against small caterpiUars and oliici biiius insects. It is 
made in Calcutta by Smith, Stankstrect ami l luiipany. and therefore 
t-isily obtainable and taking this into account with tlie fact th.it its price is 
remarkably low. and considering Nvbat Mr. Lefory has said about it, we 
think that Vermisapon will prove to be cxtretm ly ii-scful iu planters in 
India. 'J he manufacturers have also a spipying machiue, called “ Thi^ 
A uto- Spray ”, which is except idlw,ny suitable for u.-e tin te a gardens, etc.. 
as it is practically Automatic, Is economical and cheap. ^T/rc Indtau 
PlitnUri Gazitte ahd Sporting Sevs. 
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SELECTEir CUTTINGS. 

ArtHlotel FartiliiMrs in Russi*. 

The official ’* ^^'trstllik I'iiKuisov” <St. IVtev.iUisrj;? Jnd March pub* 
Mihirs an article ilr.lElwihK' aftcntioii f6 the .:.Tnwin^' practi^ (if intensive 
cultivation in Russia and the cuiisc(|nentt>' Increasing use nf fcrtlUserl The 
average yearly consumption of artificial niannro in Russia dupng the past 10 
years works oik at 1 .1.000, 0(W p<ni mis ; 6,400,000 jwmids of which consisted 
<>f sup«Tphosphatc‘H, and 4, 500, f MM) jumnds of basic slag. Ther»i has bet-n a 
jcinarkable increase during the la»t U w years. is shown by the total 
imprirts of mineral fertilisiirs, which fuse from niarlv ’hOOO.tKM) pounds in 
lOOM to mop- th.an J4,(M)0.000 piujNiJsiit lUl 1. .S u p* r phosphates and basic 
^tag iirronnt tor about two-thirds of^hese ainonnts. Russia is as yet nnable 
T<> puMhict; aiiyi fling like tfie ipiruitity of artificial luaimre rpipiired for agri- 
. nltural purposes in the country, total home puHlucthm of sut>erpbos* 
phales having oiilv ri|tjn froii 4'104,f»0J ^loiinds ifi l‘K)7 to 5vJ3M,I37 in 

!,i)00 p<>imds *'*10 tons laboun 

— fht’ lUutril of Trrr</c Jtmriuil. ^ 

00«M, 

The reduction in the worl^';' visible supply isaNacllv iho same ar. it was 
during March last year, although the Uia/:ilian rcccipis lia\t: been 1.50.0fKI 
hags less, so that the dcliyerics mu$t have* been cori'cspondingly sniaUci . 
The tenninifl market at One time was Is. dearer, but want of sjupport led to 
a rcai'tion, and at llui closje rates are about Stl, eheajrei . More confidence, 
howe^er, ha.s been shown as the decline has probably beop 'pnte suthchait, 
faking into consideration the actual stocks and the smallness of -^his year's 
crop of mild descriptions. 'I'he lallcf which have been offeri'd recently in 
large ipjantities will shortly be finisHed, and then more altrmtion will have 
to be given to Sanb^. The ratttonred issue of a new loan by the State of San 
Ikiulo to t.ake up the remainder of the valorisation conVe is not generally 
accepted as likely to take. place, but reliable information is difficult to 
obtain. The aiictiotis have been h(iav^\ and with a strong demand for all 
grades of Costa Rica pritXs have steadily advanced : ntedinin and conunon 
sorts are fully Ls. to 2.V. tv/. dc;iftT, wdiile the finer gra<!es arc from Is. to J.s. 

per cwt. higher. .As more than half the crop has bectu n ecived, rale.s 
may fjossiblv advance still further. 

LoNiroN Coi-TKK Kr.n gNs. 


1 lome Consumption, Import. Stock. 


1913 

1012. 

1013 

■*-1012. 

JOIJ 

lOlZ, 

Ton a. 

For week ended 

Tons. 

V. Tons. 

'fons. 

I'ons. 

Tons. 

March 20 ... 207 

265 

^6 

3S7 

1 3,«6fi 

'13,7?R 

For IJ weeks ended 

March 20 ... 2,568 
— The /Vn</«tY .Mar Ac/ Revie^. 

3,59^ 

5,201^ 





